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NEWSLETTER

for period from January to May 2008

With its plan for 2008, Youth Initiative for Human Rights in Montenegro will focus its
monitoring of respect of human rights on police torture and politically motivated violence.

Youth Initiative for Human Rights is using different methodologies in its researches. YIHR
researches conduct conversations and are taking statements from citizens that complain about
treatment from police officers, but also use possibilities provided by Law of free access to
information. That way, YIHR gets data and facts from state bodies, which represents a great
contribution to objective monitoring of cases of citizens complaining about treatment from police
officers. YIHR is noticing positive direction of reactions and cooperation of the police in
aforementioned cases, and points out gratitude and openness in cooperation in reduction of torture.

We submit the first summary of incidents in this field, consisting only descriptions of events,
and not actions of institutions responsible, and later reactions of state bodies. The majority of cases
are in the phase of verification by authorities, which is recorded by YIHR, and we will inform the
public about them in our annual report. Anyone interested in any particular case can contact YIHR,
which has precise and documented records of all cases.

Police torture

From January to May 2008, Youth Initiative for Human Rights recorded 14 cases of citizens
complaining about treatment from police officers.

Torture is forbidden by a number binternational and domestic legal regulations.
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Convention against torture and other ruthless, inhuman or humiliating punishment forbids any
kind of inhuman behavior. The convention defines "torture” as any infliction of pain or grave bodily or
psychological injuries, with the purpose of getting confession or information from one person or other,
or to punish a person for the deed they have done, or are accused of, in order to intimidate or put
pressure on that person, or for any other reason based on aigd of discrimination, if the pain or
suffering is inflicted by official person, or any other person acting as an official, or instigated by them,
or with their explicit or silent approval.

January 6 — Aleksandar Rakocevic from Bar reported police torture he experienced during
celebration of Christmas Eve. Rakocevic was celebrating with his friend in café "Varadero" in Bar,
where incident with another group of guests occurred. Police patrol intervened and arrested them.
One of the police officer slapped, cursed and insulted Rakocevic.

January 9 — Dario B. Braletic from Danilovgrad passed a lawsuit to state attorney of first instance in
Podgorica, against M.M, dectective of district unit of Podgorica, on suspicion that he committed a
crime of extortion of the statement.

January 1 — Milan Filipovic from Mojkovac, told "Vjesti" daily that his brother Bozidar experienced
police torture by several policemen, at the entrance of Mojkovac. Milan said that several police
officers have beaten Bozidar, and that they took him handcuffed to the police station. Filipovic's
lawyer Stanko Jelic said to "Vijesti" that his client's right eye was injured, and that he is complaining
about the pain in his right shoulder.

February 5 — Tomas Damjanovic from Niksic reported police torture he experienced in the night
between 5™ and 6™ of February 2008 in Niksic. According to Damjanovic, everything happened
because of a red tape mistake. During his arresting, several police officers beat up Damjanovic, broke
his tooth and inflicted several swellings, and incident itself caused him and his family fear and
uneasiness. Damjanovic was released 48 hours after his arrest, because, as it turned out, he already
served his sentence, and court did not cancel the order for his arrest.

February 8 — In the night between 8™ and 9™ February, Dusan Mugosa from Podgorica was seriously
injured. He told YIHR's investigator that he suffered beating from a detective dressed in civilian
clothes and two uniformed police officers, in front of "Titeks" Hall, and had a number of injuries,
fracture of nose, bruises and swellings all over his body.
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After reporting getting such a treatment of the police, and representing the incident to the public
through media, he started getting threat calls. He got a threat call even while he was in YIHR, giving
statement about the incident. Unknown caller called Mugosa from hidden number, did not say
anything, and hung up after a few seconds.

February 19 — Human rights violations investigator Aleksandar Zerkovic reacted and called police
commissioner Veselin Veljovic to end pressure on Mirsad Malezic. Mirsad is a witness in a
prosecuted case of torture. Mirsad is a taxi driver in Bar, and suffers pressure from the police because
he is a witness in aforementioned case. Police confiscated two automobiles from Mirsad, one in
August 2007, and the other in January. During confiscation of the last automobile, they clearly told
him that he should change his statement, and than then he will have no trouble, it is said in the
reaction.

Police Directorate said that internal control of the police conducted investigation measures, and
established that police officer did not violate legal authorities during the process of confiscating
Malezic's automobile, because automobiles were confiscated for check-ups according to the law.

Malezic told YIHR's investigator that after Zekovic's reaction, the police returned the automobiles,
and that now police is treating him right.

February 21 — on February 21, officials of Police Directorate unlawfully entered party offices, and
arrested Zeljko Golubovic from Berane, member of the main committee of People's Party. During the
arrest, some of the police officers treated Golubovic inappropriately.

February 25 — Milutin Soc from Podgorica reported improper behavior of Police Directorate officials,
who where taking his statement within investigation for detection of persons who attacked Soc at his
place of work. Soc said that police officers demanded of him to say if he inflicted it on himself, and
that nothing will happen to him if he confesses. The whole conversation had humiliating and ironic
tone from police officers. The police demanded of him to identify the person they showed him as his
attacker. The police slapped Soc's best friend, who found him first at his place of work.
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March 19 — Milos Mugosa from Podgorica told that prison wardens in Spuz brutally beaten his
brother Zoran. Mugosa told that the police beat his brother and other two prisoners because police
officers, allegedly, found mobile phones in their cells. Milos Mugosa informed Ombudsman Sefko
Crnovrsanin and other relevant institutions about the incident.

March 19 — V.B. from Podgorica reported to YIHR that in Spuz prison his son is suffering torture
from other prisoners, with indirect involvement from wardens. His son M.B. and several other
prisoners were caught consuming marijuana by wardens. After questioning, M.B. confessed how and
from whom he acquired marijuana. Since then, according to V.B, his son's suffering began. His son
was transferred in the sell where other prisoners beat him every day.

March 20 — Valentina Brnovic from Podgorica reported police torture on March 20, which happened
on the road from Podgorica to Zeta. Police patrol stopped her in front of aluminum factory, insisting
that she made a traffic offence. Valentina categorically denied accusations, and after a short quarrel,
police officers took her hands and pulled her towards him, saying: "Where are you going, you she-
goat". Valentina then said that she tried to back off, which police officer later considered as an attack
on him. Then the police officer grabbed her by the hair, and started pulling her towards police car.

April 2 —during a football match between Berane FC and Buducnost FC from Podgorica, an incident
between the police and supporters of Buducnost occurred.

Supporters told YIHR investigators that the incident occurred when the ball ended up on the
terraces, and supporters caught it and refused to give it back. However, at the end of the first half,
the ball was eventually returned when a Berane FC player insisted, and when the police intervened.
After that, there was a conflict between supporters and the police, and the police gathered about 50
supporters in a corner of the terraces. The police used force, hit the supporters with batons, although
they did not resist or attack police officers. A great number of supporters suffered easier bodily
injuries.

April 12 —Nenad Ivezic from Podgorica reported police torture that he experienced in "Ko to zna"
café in Podgorica, while he was sitting with his friends.
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He told YIHR's investigator that around 2 AM intervening unit of the police came to the café to
conduct a raid. There was a verbal incident between Ivezic and his friends and the police, and one of
police officer told Ivezic to go outside with him. When Ivezic went outside, police officer slapped
him in the face two times. Ivezic requested his badge number, and police officers continued to hit
him with his hands and feet. Then other police officers joined their colleague in beating Ivezic. After
that, they took Ivezic and his girlfriend to the police station. Ivezic said that one of police officers
also slapped his girlfriend in the face.

April 26 —Ilija Scekic from Podgorica published his reaction on an article in "Vijesti" on April 8, titled
"Sergeant speeding like a stunt-man". "Vijesti" said in the article that Scekic, employed as a sergeant,
did not want to stop when the traffic police tried to stop him, but he ran away, and injured an officer
of Police Directorate. Then police eventually overtook him, near the police building. According to
"Vijesti", Scekic will be accused of "obstructing the official activities of an officer", and "disturbance
of public order and peace".

Politica Illy motivated violence

During January and May 2008, Youth Initiative for Human Rights recorded several cases of politically
motivated violence in Montenegro that also occurred, to a lesser extent, during the campaign for
presidential elections.

Accordingto YIHR's research, there were several cases of pressure on journalists and media noticed.
Pressure on freedom of expression is most often expressed through lawsuits and verdict, and physical
threats and attacks.

Since the beginning of this year, thereave three verdicts of journalists and media, for mental anguish,
and one lawsuit.
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On April 6, presidential elections were held in Montenegro. According to the report of International
Electoral Monitoring Commission, almost all aspect of the elections were in harmony with OSCE
obligations, and standards of Council of Europe on democratic elections.

"The electoral campaign was held in peaceful environment. The candidates lead active campaign,
focusing on essential political subjects. Basic right to free movement and gathering were respected,
and all candidates could conduct their campaign freely. Registration of four candidates offered
authentic choice to voters", it was pointed out in the report.

However, during presidential campaign, and before the start of the campaign, YIHR registered two
cases of attacks on offices of political parties.

February 28 —around 21 hr, near Serbian Radical party offices in Podgorica, during the rehearsal of
the choir of cultural-artistic society "Branko", teargas was thrown. At that moment, around 40
people, mostly children where present. According to YIHR's knowledge, members of choir where
already attacked by stones before, however those cases were not reported.

February 28 —around 21 hr, at fire brigade center in Golubovci, an unknown person threw "Molotov
cocktail". There were a number of DPS activists there. Two persons got burns from the fire.

April 1 —during relatively peaceful electoral campaign, an incident occurred in Cetinje, between the
director of Grand Hotel and supporters of Serbian List. The incident occurred when supporters
wanted to hold a promotional gathering in the hotel hall, which was forbidden by director of the
hotel Dragan Raznatovic, with explanation that the event was not reported to the officials.

During electoral campaign, unknown perpetrators destroyed a number of billboards of presidential
candidates in several Montenegrin towns. Police Directorate answered to YIHR that perpetrators
were not discovered.

On the Election Day, on poll station 18 in Andrejevic, in the moment when counting of votes began,
monitor of DPS Igor Lalic's car burned. A wooden torch was found in front of the car, which was
parked dozen meters from the poll station.
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After declaration of independence of Kosovo on February 17 2008, pro-Serbian parties in Montenegro
organized protests for several days. Students of high schools from Podgorica protested several days
on streets of Podgorica, using hate speech on several occasions.

Several opposition parties accused DPS during electoral campaign of buying ID's from citizens.
Socialist People's Party issued lawsuits against two presidents of electoral committees in Dinosa on
April 22, because they enabled unknown persons to vote instead 16 persons that were not in
Montenegro on that day. SNP also issued a lawsuit against president of electoral committee in Donji
Zatrjepac, for the suspicion that he committed a crime of abusing the right to vote on elections on
April 6, when he enabled an unknown person to vote twice.

May 19 — Court of First Instance sentenced the director of "Vijesti" daily newspaper Zeljko Ivanovic
and Daily Press to a fee of 20.000 Euros, for inflicting mental anguish on Milo Djukanovic, through
statements that Zeljko Ivanovic gave after he was physically attacked.

April 5 — Higher Court in Podgorica changed the liberating verdict of Court of First Instance, and
convicted Monitor weekly and writer Andrej Nikolaidis to pay Emir Kusturica 12.000 Euros for
mental anguish, because of the article titled "Hangman's apprentice”, which Andrej Nikolaidis
published in Monitor weekly in 2004. Nikolaidis was also fined 5.000 Euros.

May 13 — Higher Court in Podgorica sentenced journalist Veseljko Koprivica and Liberal Alliance of
Montenegro to pay 15.505 Euros to former editor in chief of Radio Television Montenegro, Bozidar
Colovic, because of mental anguish, violation of honor and reputation. In 1994, as the editor of
"Liberal" newspaper, Veseljko Koprivica published the information that a great number of journalists
from former Yugoslavia, among whom there were 16 journalists from Montenegro, are in the records
of The Hague tribunal, because of pro-war articles. Great number of journalists issued lawsuits
against Koprivica at the time, before ever denying the information.

May 6 — The owner of Iron Works demanded in court from Medojevic and "Vijesti" daily to pay him
10 million Euros because of damaging his business reputation. The lawsuit was issued after the
publication of Medojevic's text in "Vjesti", in which he expressed his doubts in reliance of the new
Montenegrin partner.
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Many non-governmental organizations reacted to these verdicts, pointing out that they violate the
right to freedom of expression, and that verdicts and high fees are against the standards of European
Convention on human rights. YIHR handed out copies of examples of European Human Rights Court
to judges that rendered these verdicts, to get them acquainted with those examples, and to get them
to respect international rights.

In early hours, on February 2, Milos Djukic, journalist of radio Free Montenegro, got a phone call
from an unknown male. According to Milos Djukic statement to YIHR's investigator, he felt fear for
his family for the first time. Unknown person threatened him that he will cease to work. Six days
after the phone call, radio transmitters were torn apart. Five months ago, Djukic was attacked by a
tramp while he was giving him money. Cables of Radio Free Montenegro were torn apart seven times
already. Radio Free Montenegro is very critical towards deviant occurrences in our society.

On May 7, University of Montenegro professor Dr Milan Popovic got an anonymous letter containing
several personal and professional insults, and claims that he should be banned from the University.
Professor Popovic did not report this case to the police because, as he said, he did not see direct
threats of violence in the letter. Regarding this case, Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic said that he has
no comment. "Not one day passes by when I do not get such letters. I do not address Security
Council, nor do I call upon NATO troops to protect me from them", stated Djukanoic.

On May 6, activist Milorad Mitrovic was beaten, because of the quarrel in city transportation in
Herceg Novi. Mitrovic told "Vjesti" that he sees this case as an attack and continuance of torture that
he has been suffering for years.

For more than a year, journalists of "Dan" daily newspapers are deprived of following matches of
Montenegrin national team. Sports editor Veselin Drljevic said to YIHR's investigator that problems
began when Savicevic was appointed only because that he belonged to Democratic Socialist Party.
After this event, sports editorial of "Dan" have often criticized president of FSCG. YIHR got a reply
from FSCG, saying that journalists of "Dan" did not get accreditations because of alleged violation of
Munich declaration on duties and obligations of journalists in EU. "Dan" daily newspaper issued a
lawsuit against FSCG.
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After MANS's media announcement on August 1 2007, regarding selling of land on Karuc, with the
goal of protecting the interests of citizens of Cetinje, and where Milovan Jankovic, major, is called
upon to reconsider his decision about the sell, on August 3 2007, Milovan Jankovic issued a lawsuit

against MANS employee Dejan Milovac, to pay him 40.000 in damages for insults and hard words on
his behalf.

On 27 may, sports journalist Mladen Stojovic was beaten in his flat in Bar. Due to severe blows,
Stojovic lost his conscience for several hours, and got several injuries. In TV Bg2's "Insider" serial,
Stojovic talked about football mafia, and mentioned some names from Montenegro. At the end of
May, Stojovic participated in YIHR's discussion on freedom of expression.

EVALUATION

During the period of monitoring, human rights were generally respected. As in former period, the
practice of greater number of police torture and politically motivated violence continues.

Trend of cases of citizens complaining about treatment from Police Directorate officials is more
visible than in monitored periods in last year. In first four months, YIHR registered 14 cases of
citizens complaining about treatment from police officers. Positive fact is that we did not have even
a single case of reported police torture during May. Although the number is still worrying, Police
Directorate showed effort in solving of particular cases, but reluctance can still be seen in
Directorate's solving of these cases.

It is necessary to fire officers who conduct torture, and by doing so, Police Directorate would show
its sincere wish to fully adopt European standards in their work, and to show to citizens that their
interest and safety are most valuable.

On the other hand, lack of respect for practice of European Court by domestic court is worrying, and
is the cause of great pressure on public speakers. Lack of information among Montenegrin judges

Montenegro office |. E A CT A P8E0A0 PddgoricaMontenegro | +38220665 892 cgoffice@yihr.org | www.yihr.org



Youth Initiative for Human Rights
Inicijativa miadih za ljudska prava Swedish Helsinki Committee

Nisma e té rinjve pér té drejtat e njeriut

for Human Rights

uz podrS K u

can still be an excuse, but additional educating of Montenegrin judges on European Human Rights
Court practice should be conducted in the following period.
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